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Objective

Our Goal
Understand how household income diversification affects welfare outcomes in the face of
compounding risks in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Leverage longitudinal survey data from COVID-19 phone surveys and pre-COVID-19
face-to-face surveys in:

• Burkina Faso
• Ethiopia
• Malawi

• Nigeria
• Uganda
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Data

2018-19 LSMS-ISA data serve as a baseline.

Phone surveys after the onset of the pandemic provide follow-up information.
• Nationally representative samples.
• 12-month data collection cycle.
• 46 survey rounds and 98,000+ interviews across 5 countries.
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The stressor: Concerns about the financial threat of the pandemic remain high.
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The problem: Share of respondents engaged in income-generating activities has fluctuated.
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The problem: Share of households reporting income loss has been large, though recovering.
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The response: Most common coping mechanisms are relying on savings and reducing food
consumption.
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The outcome: Food insecurity remains high, particularly in Malawi and Nigeria.
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The outcome: Educational engagement during COVID-19 is low.
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Next Steps

• Further explore relationship between livelihood diversification and welfare outcomes after
multiple stressors.

• Continue progress on rigorous literature review.
• Integrate pre-COVID baseline data.
• Conduct analysis using panel and diff-in-diff methods.
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Publications
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https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-021-01096-7
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/810651614623398314/pdf/The-Evolving-Socioeconomic-Impacts-of-COVID-19-in-Four-African-Countries.pdf
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